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Message from Our Senior P astor:

A Vision of Hope
“We are a community of hope…”

–from the Kessler Park UMC Mission Statement

In 2005, the families and friends of Kessler Park
UMC stepped up to make a historic difference in the
life of our congregation.

Costs for maintaining and repairing our aging HVAC
(heating, ventilation and air-conditioning) capabil-
ities had totaled over $100,000 within a three-year
span. Not only was the system far beyond its
expected life-cycle, some 40 years of deferred
maintenance had begun to take a damaging toll on
our historic facilities in other ways as well.

! The spiraling cost of repairs;
! The vital need to protect our pipe organ and
other assets;
! The frustration of biting cold and blistering heat
in Sunday School rooms and in the sanctuary as
the system repeatedly failed;
ÉThese and other critical factors made it clear to
the congregation that it was time to step out in
faith.

The three-year ÒItÕs Our Turn!Ó capital campaign
has been an unqualified success. Building upon the
past gifts of those who have gone before us, we
boldly stepped up to accept our present-day
responsibilities.

Now we move forward with a vision of H.O.P.E., not
only  to preserve vital ministries in the present, but
to assure continuing growth and ministry
unencumbered by the weight of debt service in the
years to come.

I am excited about this important opportunity for
all of us to make a difference Ð as we honor our
past, preserve the present gifts weÕve been blessed
with, and look to a growing future vibrant with a
vision of hope!
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Dear God,

As we embark on this vision

of hope in your name,

assure us of your presence,

enliven us with your passion,

call us to the future you have

already prepared for us.

Amen.

At its best, our faith and our
spirituality touch not only our
hearts but also our
community and the world
God has entrusted to us.

As we are moved by GodÕs
love, we seek to respond by
making a difference in the
lives of GodÕs people. In so
doing, we preserve and
strengthen the bonds that
unite us as a family of faith.

Your church leadership, staff,
and the capital campaign
leadership team encourage
you to join us in prayer at
this important time  Ð not
only for open and generous
hearts, but for deepening
love and spiritual growth.

Thanks be to God!

ÒMay the God of hope fill

you with all joy and

peace in believing, so

that you may abound in
hope by the power of

the Holy Spirit.Ó
  ÐRomans 15:13
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Capital Campaign
Key Dates

Sunday, March 16,

4:00 - 5:30 p.m.

Advance Reception #1,
in the home of
Lisa Peters and Howard Milner

Wednesday, March 26:

10:00 - 11:30 a.m.

Advance Reception #2,
in the home of
Bonnie and Bill Bennett

Thursday, March 27:

7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Advance Reception #3,
in the home of
Laurel Varney Mason

Tuesday, April 1:

7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Advance Reception #4,
in the home of
Pat Crenshaw

Saturday, April 5:

7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Advance Reception #5,
in the home of
Norlynn and Harrison Price

Saturday, April 12:

Advance Commitment Event
Location: TBA
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Meet Y our 2008 Capital Campaign
Leadership T eam!

Honorary Chairperson ......................... Martha Moody

Campaign Chairperson ............................. Ken Kelley

Task Force Coordinator ........................... Julie Hartin

Public Relations/Communications ....... David Dunnigan

Arts and Graphics Team ............................... Bill Ford

Education Team ................................... Chuck Bealke

Spiritual Emphasis Team ..... Mildred Harrel, Nan Lollar

Event Planning Team .................................. Nell Lind

Telephone Team ......................................................
Embelyne Bye, Marian Busbee, Lydia Chandler

Media Presentation Team .......Andrew and Ben Adams

Youth .................................................... Libby Lefler
Melissa Archer, Tanner Garza, Laura Pearson

Children ................................................ Katie Webb
Mindy Hail, Gay Mustin, Carolynne Smith

Advance Commitment Coordinators ...........................
Allison and Rick Garza

Advance Commitment Reception Hosts ......................
Bonnie and Bill Bennett

Pat Crenshaw
Laurel Varney Mason

Lisa Peters and Howard Milner
Norlynn and Harrison Price

Consultant .......................................... Jennifer Tyler

Pastor ...............................................Tim McLemore

Many other persons are already assisting as well,
including other laity, your church staff, and more.

We thank God for the sharing of time and talents
from these faithful and committed souls.

Please uphold these persons, and the church, with
your prayers, as we move forward with a Vision of
Hope in ChristÕs name!

Sunday, March 30:

Official Launch of Campaign
in morning worship

Sunday, April 27:

Great Day of Commitment
and Celebration



Interview With Our Campaign Chair:

The Time Is Right

If anyone could claim theyÕve already done their
part , it would be  Ken Kelley. In addition to his
leadership in the church as Chair of Trustees, and
his instrumental role in overseeing replacement of
our old HVAC system and all related repairs and
refurbishing, Ken also chaired our 2005 capital
campaign: ÒItÕs Our Turn!Ó

Conversations with Ken illuminate his decision to
once again accept the daunting task of serving as
capital campaign chair for ÒH.O.P.E.Ó Ð Honoring
Our Promises Earnestly.

Why is another capital campaign

being conducted?

When the congregation agreed to take a step of
faith and undertake the extensive refurbishment
and renovation of church facilities in 2005, it was
with the understanding a second capital campaign
would be necessary.  This follow-up campaign
assures the continuation of gifts above and beyond
tithes and offerings to take care of financial
obligations. We need to be certain that our debt
service doesnÕt impede our ability to fund program
ministries and operating costs.

Why step up to lead a second campaign?

Our previous campaign was not only essential, but
also an inspiration. As we near the end of our
three-year commitments, we are projecting that
well over 90% of pledges will be received, a
noteworthy achievement.

This campaign is the logical next step, as we work
to assure a healthy future and continued growth.

My family and I believe in this church, and we are
enthusiastic about helping as we all move forward
together.

MARTHA MOOD Y
Named Honor ary

Chairperson of 2008
Capital Campaign

 “I don’t feel as though I

deserve this honor. But at 95

years old, I’m willing to help out

however I can.”

–Martha Moody

Martha Moody joined Kessler
Park United Methodist Church in
1944. She was invited by a
friend, but quickly grew to love
and claim Kessler Park as her
own church home.

In those days, the congregation
worshiped in a modest wood-
frame building on the corner of
Stewart and Windomere. Under
the leadership of Senior Pastor
Paul Cardwell, the church first
worshiped in the present
sanctuary on Palm Sunday of
1951. Martha remembers with
gratitude the support of the
congregation and the leadership
of Rev. Cardwell at the time of
the death of her husband, Dr.
Joe Moody.

The 2008 capital campaign
theme of hope resonates with
Martha. Asked to describe an
important quality of this family
of faith, she quickly replies:
ÒIts steadiness.Ó  Martha goes
on to recount how, through the
years, the church Ógets smaller
and it gets larger, but we never
give up.Ó

We thank God for MarthaÕs
faithfulness for well over 60
years, and for her enthusiasm
for building on our churchÕs
legacy with ÒH.O.P.E.Ó Ð
Honoring Our Promises Earnestly.
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PLEASE R.S.V.P.

for a Reception!

Our thanks to Rick and

Allison Garza for serving as
Coordinators of our Advance
Commitment Receptions, and
to our co-hosts for welcoming
us into their homes.

These informal receptions offer
time for fellowship, sharing,
information, inspiration, and
challenge.  These gatherings
are NOT for the purpose of
receiving commitments.

Please select which date and
place you prefer, and contact
the church office with your
R.S.V.P. Your call will save our
telephone team the time of
initiating a contact with you
later.  R.S.V.P. to Ken Surley,
ksurley@kpumc.org ,
214.942.0098, ext. 22

Sunday, 3/16, 4 - 5:30 p.m.
Lisa Peters and Howard Milner
1624 Eastus Drive, 75208

Wednesday 3/26, 10 - 11:30 a.m.
Bonnie and Bill Bennett
1835 Timbergrove, 75208

Thursday, 3/27, 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Laurel Varney Mason
1134 N. Oak Cliff Blvd., 75208

Tuesday, 4/1, 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Pat Crenshaw
2110 Kessler Ct., 75208

Saturday, 4/5, 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Norlynn and Harrison Price
1052 Kessler Parkway, 75208
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Good R easons for H.O .P.E.!
This congregationÕs response to our first capital
funds campaign in 2005 was overwhelmingly
positive. The more than $700,000 pledged over
three years served as collateral for a $1.3
million loan. Remarkably, we project that by the
end of that three year period (May 2008), more
than 90% of that amount will have been
collected Ð a significant accomplishment.

This follow-up campaign for debt elimination Ð
which was anticipated and communicated
throughout the preparations for our previous
campaign Ð helps address the significant differ-
ence between the $1.3 million loan and capital
gifts received as part of the first campaign.

Here are some important details:
!  Capital debt as of 1/1/08: $891,056.
!  26-year remaining loan term, with Texas
Methodist Foundation at 7.25% interest.
!  $29,000 is included for debt service in our
2008 operating budget; this amount is set to
increase slightly each year, in addition to
commitments from this yearÕs campaign.
! Eliminating our debt enables us to be wise
stewards by reducing the interest to be paid.

While the actual timetable of pledges received
will vary, the following illustrates how paying
early saves significant dollars which may be
used for other ministries instead of interest.

Loan Balance (as of January 1, 2008) $      891,056

Three-Year Pay Off  Including Interest $    999,454

Five-Year Pay Off : $ 1,069,539
     3 years compared to 5 years saves $70,085 in interest

Seven-Year Pay Off : $ 1,137,520
     3 years compared to 7 years saves $138,066 in interest

Ten-Year Pay Off: $ 1,244,155
3 years compared to 10 years saves $244,701 in interest
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